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FYI -- From today's EnergyWire . . .

WASTEWATER: EPA policy angers tribal leaders in Wyo. 
Published: Friday, August 9, 2013 

U.S. EPA is considering allowing oil and gas companies to keep releasing drilling wastewater onto the Wind River Reservation in Wyoming, drawing criticism from environmentalists and tribal leaders.

Under current rules, companies are allowed to dump contaminated water -- including chemicals used during hydraulic fracturing -- on dry land in the central region.

EPA officials have debated whether to continue letting drillers discharge their water on tribal land, according to internal documents obtained through a Freedom of Information Act request. Outside the reservation, Wyoming regulations prohibit releasing such hazardous chemicals.

"It looks like the protections for tribal citizens here are weaker than those for citizens in Wyoming that surround them. If so, that's wrong," said Robert Jackson, an environmental science professor at Duke University.

The agency is expected to close the public comment period today for several proposed permits on oil fields in the Wind River area. In their current form, the drilling permits would allow companies such as Eagle Oil & Gas Co. to continue dumping wastewater. EPA officials declined to answer questions until the end of the public comment period.

During a visit to a wastewater dumping site last fall, tribal leader Wes Martel said EPA should crack down on the releases, which are big enough to carve out their own streams.

"Especially this volume of water," Martel said as the foul-smelling water flowed nearby. "And this is constant. So it really makes you wonder what kinds of impacts is this having, on not only aquatic life but our wildlife."

Darrell Lohoefer, president of Dallas-based Eagle Oil & Gas, said water dumped from his company's operations in Wind River is cleaner than oil field waste elsewhere, noting that there is no evidence it has sickened surrounding livestock or wildlife.

EPA's new permits would force companies such as Eagle Oil to test for naturally occurring chemicals that get flushed up from deep underground during the fracking process. But some say the proposed stricter limits on those chemicals don't go far enough.

"They don't disclose what chemicals are involved," said Jeff Ruch, executive director of the environmental watchdog Public Employees for Environmental Responsibility. "They don't have any kind of plan to monitor for them. There are no safeguards for wildlife or livestock. EPA should be ashamed of itself for this permit" (Elizabeth Shogren, NPR, Aug. 7). -- BS






